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SUBJECT: CANADIAN DECISION AGAINST WEST COAST OIL TERMINAL 

1 . FOLLOWING CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE WAS PREPARED IN 
ANTICIPATION OF POSSIBLE QUESTIONS ON GOC ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
FEBRUARY 23. 

2. QUOTE: QUESTION: WHAT IS THE USG REACTION TO THE 
CANADIAN DECISION ANNOUNCED YESTERDAY THAT THEY DON'T SEE 
ANY NEED FOR A WEST COAST OIL TERMINAL FOR THE FORESEEABLE 
FUTURE? 

ANSWER: WE STILL HAVE THE CANADIAN ANNOUNCEMENT UNDER STUDY. 
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AS YOU KNOW. A PIPELINE FROM KITIMAT, BRITISH COLUMBIA, TO 
THE UPPER MIDWEST OF THE US HAS BEEN ONE OF THE POSSIBLE 
ROUTES UNDER REVIEW IN THE US FOR DELIVERY OF WEST COAST OIL 
TO THE CENTRAL STATES. WE HAVE BEEN INTERESTED IN KEEPING 
THAT OPTION OPEN FOR STUDY IN COMPARISON WITH OTHER 
POSSIBILITIES. OBVIOUSLY WE WOULD BE DISAPPOINTED IF THIS 
IS NO LONGER A VIABLE OPTION, BUT IT SHOULD BE RECOGNIZED 
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THAT THIS IS A CANADIAN DECISION TO TAKE. 

QUESTION: DOESN'T THE USG CONSIDER THAT THIS NEGATIVE 
CANADIAN DECISION, COMING ON TOP OF THEIR DECISION EARLIER 

THIS WEEK TO USE A PIPE SIZE IN THE JOINT NORTHERN GAS 
PIPELINE THAT EXCLUDES US SUPPLIERS FROM COMPETING FOR THE 
CONTRACT, IS CONTRARY TO OUR CLOSE AND FRIENDLY RELATIONS? 

ANSWER: THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA HAVE INDEPENDENT 
ENERGY POLICIES THAT HAVE TO MEET THEIR OWN NATIONAL NEEDS. 
WITHIN THIS CONTEXT WE COOPERATE VERY CLOSELY AND WITH 
REAL MUTUAL ADVANTAGE. BUT WE CANNOT EXPECT THAT WE WILL 
ALWAYS AGREE ON EVERY QUESTION. DIFFERENCES ON SPECIFIC 
ISSUES WILL CONTINUE TO ARISE, BUT SHOULD NOT BE INTER- 
PRETED TO MEAN THAT OUR CLOSE BILATERAL COOPERATION WHERE 
THERE IS MUTUAL BENEFIT, IS NOT CONTINUING. UNQUOTE. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, CONTINGENCY PLANNING 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 25 feb 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE049465 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: JHROUSE:JKB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780087-0607 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978021 2/aaaaajuu. tel 

Line Count: 79 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: c292b5cf-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3472803 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CANADIAN DECISION AGAINST WEST COAST OIL TERMINAL 
TAGS: ENRG, CA, US 
To: OTTAWA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c292b5cf-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



